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stores were destroyed in an air raid. Thanks to the railway,
we have now substantial coal reserves, and the work we
have done on the peat bogs round Leningrad has already
exceeded our production programme. Although we have
the railway we still try, as far as possible, to be self-sufficient.
It has not been easy, though. The workers of Lenin's ciiy
have made many great sacrifices to supply it with timber.
We have only a small territory from which to draw our
timber supplies, and, for military reasons, certain woods
must not be touched. The problem of timber, the most
difficult of our problems, has been solved by the women of
our town. We have sent 10,000 women beyond Lake
Ladoga to cut wood. It is very hard work, and they work
in all kinds of weather. But, thanks to them, we have
enough wood to see us through the winter.1

"The bulk of Leningrad's industry has been evacuated,
also the greater part of the population. We evacuated
500,000 people across the ice road alone. -Certain categories
of citizens we continued to evacuate even during this last
summer. We want to keep in Leningrad only people who
are useful. We are, however, keeping all the children here
who have remained. There is no longer any necessity to
evacuate them. They are quite cheerful here and their
cheerfulness is good for the people's general morale. In the
summer they all had a spell in the country, an average of
forty days. . The Komsomol of Leningrad have played an
immense part in all the welfare work we are doing.

>cWe don't want more people to come into Leningrad
now. As I said before, the more people we have, the greater
will be the number of casualties. We have enough people
to keep the life of the town going. Until September 15th,
many houses still lacked electric light; now there is electric
light everywhere, and it can be used without limit. Our
power stations are now burning peat instead of coal, we
changed them over for the purpose. Twenty per cent of the

1 Since the whole course of the Neva is not clear of Germans, it seems that
this timber was taken in hargea across Lake Ladoga, and then by the railway
running from Leningrad to the north-east as far as the lake.